and February 11, in doses increased from A 400 to 1o mg., without producing any reaction or apparent benefit. Possibly the abdominal lumps have become a little better defined. The boy has had a liberal, nutritious, easily digestible diet, iodoform pills, malt and oil, and local applications of mercury and belladonna.
I should like to hear the opinion of meinbers on the advisability of attempting the removal of the caseous masses by surgical means, or of relying on a continuance of general methods of treatment and larger doses of tuberculin.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. MILNER BURGESS said that if the lungs were not affected he would advise operation, but not if they were involved.
Dr. HIGGS, in reply, said there was no evidence of tuberculosis in the lungs. He thought the case should not be operated upon, as there was no free fluid. In his opinion operation could do no good in a case such as this, where the omentum was rolled up and there were large masses, presumably due toadherent coils of intestine with caseous mesenteric glands, in the centre.
A Mongolian Imbecile.
IT is by no means always easy to make a certain diagnosis of imbecility in the first few months of life, and it shows a profound lack of knowledge of human nature for a general practitioner to tell a devoted mother that her child is an idiot. It is far better to let the minds of the parents become gradually prepared by the obvious failure of development, and to throw the onus of expressing a positive opinion on one who is not liable to be constantly brought in contact with the mother.
In the present instance the child is a hospital patient, and its youth renders a certain diagnosis difficult; still, there are facts which support the probability that she is an imbecile of the Mongolian type. She was born on June 4, three weeks prematurely, and came under my care, when aged six months, for malnutrition. Like so many Mongols, she is the last child of a large family, being the thirteenth. The other children, except one dead from diphtheria, are living, one being rheumatic. Examination shows the following signs of this variety of idiocy: Brachycephaly, the occipital protuberance not being developed and the bone markedly flattened; a large fontanelle and open sagittal suture; palpebral apertures sloping upwards and outwards; tongue sometimes protruded; inability to sit up and general flaccidity; placidity and good nature. The thumbs and little fingers are short-possibly shorter than usual. The general condition is fairly satisfactory, and there are no discoverable congenital anomalies.
A Child with Absent Abdominal Muscles.
A CHILD, E. J., aged 2, was sent to the out-patient department at Guy's Hospital by Dr. Clatworthy, in August, 1908 . The parents had observed nothing wrong with the child's health, except he had had an attack of bronchitis; the abdominal condition had been present since birth.-On examination the abdomen was seen to be very pendulous, and the wall thin and lax; when the child cried it became much bulged, especially in the lateral parts. No muscles could be felt, abdominal organs being easily palpated even when the child cried; the spleen could be grasped in the left flank, and the liver in the right, and coils of intestine could be felt. There did not appear to be any distension of the bladder, nor did the ureters seem to be thick. The testes were not felt in the scrotuim, but the child had no hernia. The bowels acted perfectly regularly, and there was no difficulty in micturition. In all other respects the child had good muscular development. Dr. Hertz kindly tested the abdominal wall electrically, and got no response in any part.
Dr. LANGMEAD said there were about ten such cases on record. Four years ago, before the Medical and Chirurgical Society, Dr. Garrod and Dr. Wynne Davies read a paper describing a case and giving a synopsis of all the other cases of that abnormality recorded up to that time. Usually there was much distension of the bladder and thickening of its wall, and also very palpable and thickened ureters. He believed most of the cases had died in early infancy; and the present one was again an exception in that respect. The present case resembled the others in the presence of the vertical furrows in the neighbourhood of the umbilicus.
